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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The  district  is  almost  entirely  mining,  with  only  the 
n-ecessary  tradesmen  added  to  make  it  a  social  community, 

The  mines  themselves  being  on  the  top  of  the  hill  are 
consequently  not  deep,  and  so  there  is  no  risk  of  fire  damp 
and  resultant  explosions.  But  being  so  near  the  surface  the 
coal  seams  are  often  very  damp,  and  in  wet  stormy  weather, 
the  miner  is  often  Wing  in  water  whilst  working,  and  it  is  also 
pouring  down  on  him  from  the  roof.  In  spite  of  these  draw¬ 
backs  the  men  are  a  particularly  healthy  lot,  and  there  is  not 
the  amount  of  rheumatism  nor  chest  affections  that  one  might 
naturally  expect  from  the  conditions. 

The  only  other  industry  is  a  small  foundry,  which 
only  employs  about  a  score  of  men. 


VITAL  STATISTICS.  DEATHS. 

There  were  36  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  8*t  per  1000, 
I  think  this  is  the  lowest  death-rate  that  we  have  had  for  the 
year  that  I  have  recorded.  It  is  very  satisfactory. 


Deaths  from  special  diseases  are  as  follows  :  — 


Phthisis  ...  3 — rate  '67  per  1000. 

Pneumonia  ...  2 — rate  *44 

Cancer  ...  5 — rate  i*i 

Heart  Diseases  ...  i — rate  *22  ,, 

No  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age. 
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DEATHS  UNDER  i  YEAR. 

There  ^vere  onlv  3  deaths  under  one  year,  giving  a- 
rate  of  32  6  per  1000  births  registered.  This  also  is  a  record 
for  the  district. 


BIRTHS. 

There  were  92  births  of  which  2  were  illegitimate. 
This  gives  a  rate  of  20'6,  and  is  a  continued  slight  falling  off. 
This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  as  a  goodly  number  of  the  young 
and  prolific  have  to  migrate  to  other  quarters  where  there  is 
work  to  be  had. 


POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 


Owin^  to  the  lack  of  employment  in  the  district,  the 
amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  is  very  considerable.  In  normal 
times  this  is  chiefly  expended  on  the  sick  and  aged,  but  owing 
to  the  lessened  monetary  supplies,  a  great  many  more  have 
applied,  and  a  fair  proportion  given  something  extra  to  enable  * 
them  to  carry  on. 

HOSPITALS,  &c. 

The  distance  from  hospitals  and  infirmaries  being  so 
great,  only  very  severe  cases  requiring  operation,  bad 
accidents  or  obscure  medical  cases  are  ever  sent. 

It  reauires  a  fair  amount  of  discrimination  to  deter- 
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mine  which  have  to  go,  and  which  can  with  safety  be  treated 
at  home. 

The  general  health  of  the  community  has  been 
exceptionally  good,  and  there  are  no  causes  of  sickness  nor 
invalidity  specially  to  be  noted. 

The  Hospitals  supplying  the  wants  of  the  District  for 
specific  purposes  are  as  follows  :  — 

Tuberculosis. — Holywood  Hall,  Wolsingham,  and 
Helmington  Row,  Crook. 

Maternity. — County  Council  Maternit}^  Home  at 
Bishop  Auckland. 

Children. — Fleming  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle- 

on-Tvne. 
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Fever. — Helmington  Row  Fever  Hospital,  Crook. 

Small  Pox. — Blnchester  Hospital  between  Shildon 
and  Spennymoor. 

There  are  none  of  these  within  the  area. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children  in  the  area. 

1  he  Urban  District  being  so  sniali  there  is  no  necessity. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.  For  infectious  cases 
the  ambulance  comes  from  the  various  hospitals  to  which  the 
patients  are  assigned.  For  accidents  the  ambulance  is  got 
from  the  Fire  Station  at  Crook.  Other  cases,  medical,  often 
hire  themselves  from  a  private  Motor  firm.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  public  service  to  assist  them,  unless  they  are  so  poor 
that  the  Guardians  defray  the  cost. 


CLINICAL  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


There  is  a  voluntary  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  which  meets  once  a  fortnight.  This  is  well  attended 
by  mothers  and  their  children.  The  workers  are  all  voluntary, 
whilst  the  doctor  and  the  health  visitors  are  supplied  by  the 
County  Council.  Pre-natal  and  ante-natal  attention  is  given 
to  the  mothers,  and  the  local  doctors  are  duly  apprized  of 
any  pathological  condition. 

Apart  from  this  there  is  no  other  clinic  nor  anything 
of  that  nature. 

PUBLIC  OFFICERS. 

There  are  only  two, —  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  health  visitors  are  those  who  come  into  the 
place  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  are  not  employed 
by  the  local  authority. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING. 

There  is  only  one  nurse,  who  is  essentially  a  midwife, 
but  as  there  is  not  sufficient  to  employ  her  thus,  she  does  the 
district  visiting  in  all  non-infectious  cases.  She  is  maintained 
partly  and  chiefly  by  voluntary  effort  with  some  assistance 
from  the  County  Council. 

The  management  of  the  business  part  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Tow  Law  and  Thornley  Nursing 
Association.  It  moves  very  smoothly,  the  nurse  is  well 
received,  and  the  financial  condition  is  good. 

It  has  no  connection  with  the  local  authority. 

There  is  only  the  one  midwife  now  practising. 
LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

The  local  acts,  &c.,  and  bye-laws  relating  to  Public 
Health  in  the  area  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  the 

removal  of  House  Refuse,  and  the  Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets, 
Privies,  Ashpits  and  Cesspools.  9^^,  1914' 

2.  Nuisances.  For  the  prevention  of  Nuisances 

arising  from  snow,  filth,  dust,  ashes  and  rubbish,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  keeping  of  animals  on  any  premises  so  as  to  be 
injurious  to  health.  Sept.  I2th,  1914*^ 


3.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  Fixing  number  of 

lodgers,  separation  of  sexes,  promoting  cleanliness  and 
■ventilation,  giving  notices  and  taking  precautions  in  case  of 
infectious  disease,  and  generally  for  the  well  ordering  of  such 
houses.  .Tuly  9th,  1914. 

4.  New  Streets  and  Buildings.  9th,  1914. 

5.  Slaughter  Houses.  For  the  licensing,  registering 
and  inspection  of  slaughter  houses,  for  preventing  cruelty 
therein,  for  keeping  the  same  in  a  cleanly  and  proper  state, 
for  removing  filth  at  least  once  in  every  24  hours,  and 
requiring  such  places  to  have  a  proper  supply  of  water. 

July  9th,  1914. 

Regarding  Bye-law  i,  the  cleansing  of  the  Footways 
and  Pavements  is  done  by  the  CounclTs  workmen  with  the 
help  of  the  local  residents  in  so  far  as  the  pavement  in  front  of 
their  own  houses.  The  latter  is  often  neglected. 

For  the  cleansing  of  earthclosets,  &c,  the  area  is 
divided  into  districts,  and  these  are  let  to  Contractors  who 
provide  their  own  tips.  The  scavenging  is  done  well  on  the 
whole,  and  the  work  is  not  so  arduous  now  that  the  old 
middens  are  done  away  and  ashclosets  substituted  for  the 
most  part. 

The  Byelaw  regarding  Nuisances  is  well  attended  to 
and  properly  administered. 

During  the  35  years  I  have  been  here  there  have  been 
no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 

As  regards  new  streets  and  buildings  there  have  been 
no  new  streets  in  the  last  quarter  century,  and  not  more  than 
12  new  houses.  These  latter  have  been  erected  subject  to  the 
proper  terms  of  the  byelaw. 

The  slaughter  houses  are  regularly  inspected  and  are 
kept  well  up  to  the  requirements.  There  have  been  only  tv,  o 
new  licenses  and  registrations  during  the  past  years. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  is  abundant  and  good, 
and  there  are  practically  no  variations  in  its  quantity.  It  is 
owned  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board.  All  the  water 
is  supplied  directly  to  the  houses.  There  is  no  source  of  any 
local  and  very  little  chance  of  any  central  contamination  of 
-the  supply. 

There  is  no  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Owing  to  the  elevated  position  of  the  district,  it  is 
impossible  to  have  waterclosets  unless  they  are  in  the  houses. 
The  winter  is  so  long  and  so  severe  that  outside  waterclosets 
would  be  for  weeks  at  a  stretch  of  no  use.  The  fact  that 
most  of  the  houses  are  colliery  owned,  and  of  the  old  colliery 
type  precludes  any  chance  of  establishing  W.C’s.  generally. 

What  the  Local  Authority  has  done  for  years  past  is 
to  try  to  get  the  ashpit  privies  converted  into  ashclosets,  and 
in  this  they  have  been  very  successful.  Many  of  the  owners 
of  the  houses  where  the  change  has  not  yet  been  made  are 
working  people  and  have  not  the  money  to  make  the  requisite 
alteration.  However,  whenever  there  is  any  change  in  the 
ownership  or  circumstances,  the  conversion  is  insisted  upon. 

There  are  45  waterclosets,  535  ash-closets  and  109 
ashpit  privies. 

The  ashclosets  and  ashpit  privies  are  cleaned 
regularly  by  the  scavengers,  and  a  supply  of  disinfectant 
powder  is  provided  lor  each. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  system¬ 
atically  go  round  the  area  every  quarter,  whilst  their  every 
day  work  is  taking  each  of  them  all  over  the  district  almost 
every  day.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Report  is  to  hand  with 
the  classified  statement,  the  number  of  premises  visited,  nature 
of  defects  and  action  taken. 

The  notices  were  mostly  informal  and  in  practically 
every  case  were  attended  to. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  this  respect. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  3  (dementary  schools  in  the  district,  one 
provided  and  two  voluntary. 

The  premises  in  all  cases  are  of  the  old  type,  and  the 
provided  one  is  the  one  that  is  most  up-to-date.  From  the 
fact  of  the  backward  condition  of  the  district,  and  the  failing 
population  the  expenditure  of  money  to  provide  first-class 
accommodation  would  be  thrown  away.  What  is  done  is  to 
keep  the  present  buildings  as  sanitary  and  as  well  ventilated  as 
possible,  and  to  see  that  the  outbuildings  and  offices  are 
regularly  cleaned  and  disinfected. 


All  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  off  to  hospital, 
contacts  kept  at  home  for  the  necessary  time,  before  bein^ 
allowed  to  return  to  school.  There  has  been  no  occasion  to 
close  the  schools  for  a  considerable  period.  In  spite  of  the 
poor  condition  of  many  of  the  homes  it  is  remarkable  how  the 
mothers  manage  to  keep  the  children  neat  and  clean. 

HOUSING. 

The  condition  of  the  housing  generally  is  of  a  back¬ 
ward  nature.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  colliery  ones 
and  were  built  or  6o  years  ago.  They  would  suit  the 
requirements  then,  but  now  leave  much  to  be  desired.  The 
collieries  have  worked  all  those  years,  but  those  houses  have 
practically  remained  as  they  were.  Now  the  coal  field  is 
almost  worked  out,  and  the  consequence  is  'fhlit  apart  Irorn 
IceepTng  the  houses  in  a  more  or  less  habitable  condition, 
nothing  much  is  done.  The  rest  of  the  houses  are  almost  in 
the  same  category.  Of  course  there  are  exceptions  among 
those  that  are  privately  owned. 

It  seems  that  there  are  at  present  sufficient  houses  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  district,  and  the  chances  are  that 
there  will  be  more  houses  than  population  in  the  near  future. 
It  is  for  this  reason  and  this  alone  that  there  has  been  no 
building  scheme  in  the  place.  If  there  was  any  prospect  of 
prosperity,  then,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  housing  problem 
should  be  tackled.  As  it  is  neither  the  Public  Authority  nor 
private  individuals  consider  the  building  of  houses. 

Meantime  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  families 
living  in  the  district  whose  workers  are  employed  at  other 
collieries.  They  would  all  go  there,  but  there  are  no  houses 
for  them  at  present. 

OVERCROWDING. 

In  a  considerable  number  of  instances  there  is  over¬ 
crowding,  but  as  far  as  we  can  see,  nothing  can  be  done  in  the 
matter. 

The  folks  have  not  got  the  money  to  pay  higher  rent 
for  a  bigger  house,  and  the  landlords  will  not  let  the  houses 
where  they  cannot  expect  to  get  the  rent.  It  is  a  vicious  circle, 
and  it  is  accentuated  by  colliery  house  principle.  When 
a  family  gets  small  and  has  one  of  the  larger  houses,  it  is  not 
always  easy  to  get  them  to  shift  into  a  smaller  house  to  make 
way  for  one  with  a  large  growing  family.  Sometimes  one  of 
their  own  married  sons  or  daughters  are  taken  in  to  swell  the 
numbers.  The  district  visitor  is  every  now  and  again  giving 


instances  of  overcrowding  but  the  Authority  is  meantime 
helpless  in  the  matter  When  trade  improves  and  houses  are 
built  in  more  prosperous  districts,  houses  will  be  emptied  here. 
At  least  that  is  the  general  concensus  of  opinion. 

The  increased  purity  and  rarity  of  the  air  that  is  got 
on  this  elevated  plateau  seems  to  make  up  to  some  extent  for 
the  condition  of  the  houses  as  far  as  the  general  health  of  the 
community  is  concerned. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

* 

There  are  few  houses  that  can  be  said  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  unfit  for  habitation,  but  there  are  many  that  under 
different  financial  and  trade  circumstances  could  be  improved. 

There  are  a  fair  number  of  back  to  back  houses 
which  cannot  be  converted  meantime  for  reasons .  already 
stated. 

Owing  to  the  storms  of  winter  and  the  force  of  the 
gales  we  get  at  other  times,  the  roofs  and  spoutings  of  the 
older  type  of  houses  are  constantly  requiring  repair,  and  in 
this  respect  a  great  many  of  the  houses  are  faulty.  The  wood¬ 
work  of  many  of  the  windows  is  degenerating,  likewise  the 
doors,  and  these  are  always  calling  for  observation.  The 
height  of  the  bedrooms  of  some  of  the  older  houses  is  much 
below  the  standard.  This  pertains  in  every  old  colliery  village 
in  the  Countv.  Former  Local  Authorities  have  tried  to  get 
this  remedied,  but  the  cost  would  be  so  great  that  the  owners 
would  rather  close  the  houses  than  do  it.  The  lighting  in 
those  rooms  is  from  small  windows  and  consequently  not  much 
sunshine  ever  gets  in. 

Still  the  fact  remains  that  big  healthy  families  were 
reared  in  those  houses  in  the  old  days.  But  present  day 
requirements  are  not  there. 

As  far  as  defects  are  concerned  the  owners  usually 
do  what  they  can  to  put  them  right.  If  not  then  the  Authority 
has  to  compel  them.  The  tenants  could  do  a  great  deal  more 
than  they  do  both  to  preserve  the  interiors  and  keep  parts 
from  going  further  wrong.  This  however  is  the  same  in  all 
places. 

General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses. — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts  ; 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts 

are  as  in  the  detailed  statistics  to  hand. 


UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 


There  are  no  unliealthy  areas  in  the  whole  district. 

Our  present  byelaws  regarding  houses  are  all  that 
are  really  necessary,  and  we  have  no  trouble  as  regards  tents, 
vans,  sheds,  &c. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supply  is  practically  all  from  local  farmers 
living  just  outside  the  urban  area.  There  is  a  little  got  from 
the  dairies  in  the  district.  The  supply  and  quality  are  both 
good.  The  latter  has  been  tested  at  frequent  intervals,  and 
invariably  came  up  to  the  standard.  The  administration  of 
the  acts  in  connection  with  the  supply  is  satisfactory. 

No  cases  of  tuberculous  milk  &c.  have  been  come 

across. 

There  have  been  no  applications  for  the  sale  of  milk 
under  special  designations,  &c.,  and  so  there  has  been  no 
refusal  or  revocation  of  same 

MEAT. 

The  meat  at  the  various  slaughter  houses  is  inspected 
at  intervals  and  is  found  to  be  healthy  and  fit  for  consumption. 
At  times  and  in  some  places  it  is  not  too  young,  but  it  is  not 
diseased. 


Shops,  Stores  and  Vehicles  are  all  kept  clean  and  up 
to  requirements. 


Private  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  area  : 

In  1920  In  Jan.  1925  In  Dec.  1925 


Registered 

Licensed 


OTHER  FOODS. 


7 

7 

14 


8 

8 

16 


8 

8 


16 


The  majority  of  the  people  in  the  area  bake  their  own 
bread,  but  to  provide  for  those  who  don’t  there  are  two  or 
three  small  bakeries,  employing  only  a  few  hands. 


These  are  well  kept  from  a  cleanly  and  sanitary  point 
of  view.  The  shops  where  the  food  is  exposed  are  above  the 
average. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


INCIDENCE  SINCE  1920. 


Scarlet 

DipMlieria  Typlioid 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia  Encepli.  letliargy 

1920 

II 

I 

1 

1921 

5 

I 

1922 

10 

I  I 

2  I  • 

1923 

8 

3 

1924 

16 

2 

1925 

I 

I 

I 

Total 

51 

4  I 

7 

2  I 

The  d  istrict  is  very  free  from  infectious  disease  as  a 
rule,  and  as  all  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  are 
sent  at  once  off  to  hospital  and  the  house  disinfected  the 
utmost  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  spreading. 

Regarding  diphtheria  cases  the  antitoxin  is  supplied 
to  the  practitioners  by  the  Authority,  and  all  cases  have  one 
or  more  injections  before  their  removal. 

Lately  there  have  been  no  ^‘return”  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  All  contacts  are  watched  for  some  time,  and  are 
warned  as  to  their  movements. 

The  pathological  work  in  connection  with  the  cases 
is  done  through  the  County  Council  by  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
College  of  Medicine. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Ichick  &  Dick  tests  fo*^ 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively. 

There  was  no  small-pox  in  1925. 

There  were  several  small  epidemics  of  Measles  and 
German  Measles  during  1920-25,  but  nothing  of  any  severity. 

Influenza  was  present  at  intervals  but  of  a  very 
subdued  form. 

There  are  no  facilities  in  the  district  for  the  cleansing 
and  disinfection  of  verminous  persons.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
disinfects  the  premises  when  there  is  infectious  disease,  and  all 
bedding,  &c.  is  disinfected  when  taken  away  at  the  hospital. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 

There  were  only  3  cases,  i  Scarlet  Fever,  i  Diph¬ 
theria  and  I  Erysipelas. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

I 

— 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever... 
Pneumonia 

I 

Other  Diseases 

Erysipelas 

(Notifiable) 

I 

— 

— 

,,  (locally) 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New 

Cases 

0 

Deaths. 

1 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonar}' 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulinonary.  | 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  1 

0 

I 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  &  upward 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Totals 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1 

{ 
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